
 

  

    

 

   

 

 

             

            

   



RocketShip Tours To Sell Rides 
Aboard XCOR's Lynx... For $95K A 
Seat
Tue, 02 Dec '08 

Says Lower Price Is 
Proof Competition Is 
Lowering Cost Of Space Access 
A travel entrepreneur who introduced hundreds of 
thousands of Americans to European travel in the 
1960's announced Tuesday he wants to take lux-
ury travel to new heights -- the edge of space -- 
and for a pricetag less than half of what competi-
tors plan to charge. 
"The natural evolution of human exploration 
knows no bounds. RocketShip Tours and XCOR 
have come together to usher in the private sec-
tor's role in space exploration. There is no doubt 
that a new era of pioneering space enthusiasts is 
emerging. In fact, prior to signing this agreement 
with RocketShip Tours, XCOR had already taken 
paid reservations for approximately 20 flights," 
said Jules Klar, founder of RocketShip Tours. 

California rocket 
firm has its first space tourist
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) — A Danish 
adventurer is first in line to ride aboard a pri-
vately funded, two-seat rocket ship designed by 
a California rocket maker to fly about 37 miles 
above Earth. 
XCOR Aerospace said Tuesday that Per Wim-
mer, an investment banker based in London, will 
be the first passenger aboard Lynx, a space tour-
ism vehicle designed to take off and land like an 
airplane. He's also an investor in the Mojave, 
Calif.-based company. 
Wimmer hopes his flight will come in 2011, 
after a series of test flights. Officials said tickets 
are selling for $95,000 each and reservations 
have been made for 20 flights. 
XCOR's main competitor is building Space-
ShipTwo, an eight-seat craft that will take pas-
sengers some 62 miles above Earth for $200,000 
each.

RocketShip Tours, a Phoenix, 
Ariz., based travel company will 
sell rides to the edge of space for 
$95,000 aboard the XCOR Aero-
space's Lynx sub-orbital vehicle 
under a partnership deal an-
nounced here today.  
XCOR president Jeff Greason 
says "at XCOR we are engi-
neers ... so we always planned to 
be teaming with someone else to 
provide that [marketing] compo-
nent. After a lot of study we 
found the best team that fits with 
us."
XCOR Chief Operating Officer 
Andrew Nelson adds that 22 
bookings have already been 
taken, "so we're already seeing a 
significant early demand." Nel-
son adds that business prospects 
remain bright despite the eco-
nomic downturn. "There is still a 
certain segment of the economy 
that is still liquid enough and 
comfortable enough to do this." 

For $95,000, XCOR Aerospace Will 
Send You to the Edge of Space

The scrappy space start-up XCOR Aerospace is 
ready to begin selling tickets to tourists who have a 
hankering to soar 37 miles up to the edge of space, 
the company announced today. It also presented its 
first paying customer, whom they hope to send up in 
2011: Danish investment banker Per Wimmer, who 
will pay $95,000 for his suborbital flight.  
The company believes its relatively small and simple 
vehicle is an asset, says XCOR spokesman Douglas 
Graham. “When people first look at this they say, 
‘How are you going to make any money?’” The con-
cept is quite simple: You gas up and go. Graham said 
the company plans to be able to turnaround and fly 
its kerosene-and-liquid oxygen-fueled vessel four 
times a day. Lynx, which takes off and lands like an 
airplane, doesn’t need a launch pad or a tow into the 
air to get going. “As long as you have good airspace 
and a 10,000-foot runway, you can fly them any-
where,” Graham said [Discovery News].  

Local Firm Offers Sub-
orbital Flights; $95,000 Price tag Includes 
"Training" at Posh Sanctuary Resort 
Ever wanted to sail above the curve of blue Earth 
in a spaceship? 
Now you can -- though it'll cost you $95,000. 
Phoenix-based RocketShip Tours announced to-
day it would begin offering suborbital flights in 
2010 through a partnership with the builder of the 
Lynx vehicle (pictured at left). 
The cool-looking, reusable craft takes off and lands 
like an airplane. In between, it motors to the edge 
of outer space as the spacesuit-wearing pilot and 
single passenger enjoy the view. 

XCOR Aerospace of Mojave, Califor-
nia, which boasts the first privately 
built liquid-fueled rocket engine, is still 
working on their spaceship. But the 
company has gone ahead and part-
nered with RocketShip Tours to begin 
selling tickets now.  

Media highlights from Dec. 2, press conference 



   
    
 
 
 
 
   
         
      
       
      
       
  
          
      
         
         
       
        
       
        
 
       
     
    
         
      
         
       
        
      
 
         
        
       
        
         
      
     
  

    
    
 
      
      
       
       
 
    
    
      
       
     
      
     
       
     
     
     
     
        
      
    
     
   
    
    
     
       
      
       
    
     
     
    

    
    

 
        
         
        
          
     
      
        
       
          
    
           
           
          
           
        
    
          
       
         
       
    
        
        
         
           
 
        
         
         
        
         
      
         
         
      

          

  

     
  



  

                 
                     
                      
 

                
                  
               

        
     
      
       
      
    

        
       
  

     
      
     
       
        
      
  

       
    
       

       
     
        

      
      
       
         
   

      
     
       
         

      
       
       
     
    
      

     
      
      
     
         
       
      
       
       

      

      

       



He’s got a ticket to ride! 

        


